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INTERNAL ORGANIZATION 

The original constitution, adopted by the founders of the Society 
and carefully observed by the parent organization, the Cornell 
Chapter, provided that "a convention of the Society consisting of 
delegates from each chapter shall be held each year, or oftener, if 
appointed by the President." It also made provision for officers of 
the Society to be elected at the annual convention, as well as for 
chapter officers chosen in accordance with chapter by-laws, and 
stated specifically the powers and duties of these officers in a section 
apart from that dealing with chapter officers. In a series of sections, 
this document prescribed with some definiteness the manner of 
selecting delegates, the proper form for credentials and also an 
extended and definite order of business for the convention. Fur- 
thermore, one article of this original constitution was devoted to 
providing the means by which new chapters might be established. 
Thus, although it was in appearance the organic law of a single 
chapter only and is quoted as such in the minutes of the first con- 
vention,* this document was in fact far broader and more significant 
than the constitution of any one chapter could have been. All of 
the facts show unmistakably that the founders of Sigma Xi had in 
mind a comprehensive general organization and endeavored to meet 
the needs of such a body. 

In spite of these provisions for general meetings, the Society 
existed for several years merely as a group of separate chapters 
without rules for action or formal methods of procedure actually 
used for the general society. The need of a closer organization 
soon became apparent and at the nineteenth meeting of the Cornell 
Chapter, March 3, 1890, it is recorded that the matter of calling 
a convention was referred to the officers of the chapter with power 
to act. At the next meeting, April 20, the minutes record that 
favorable replies were reported from the chapters at Union and 
the Rensselaer Polytechnic, so that the committee was instructed 
to call a convention at Ithaca on May 16 and 17, 1890, and delegates 



*V. A. Moore, in his president's address to the Cornell Chapter, in June, 
1903, expresses the same idea, when he says of the first convention, "The 
essential work of this meeting was the adoption of the constitution previously 
prepared by the Alpha Chapter." 
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were elected to represent the chapter. Owing to the impossibility 
of securing a quorum,f since no replies could be obtained from the 
chapters at Rutgers and Stevens Institute, it was subsequently 
decided to hold a conference of the three existing chapters. 



(Quoted from Quarter Century Record and History, p. 13) 
fThis phrase, taken from the old records, shows distinctly that the Society 
at that time considered itself obligated by the provisions of the original con- 
stitution which specified for a quorum delegates from three-fourths of the 
active chapters. It also indicates marked consideration for the two chapters, 
which, so far as can be ascertained, never held but a single meeting each, and 
might have been eliminated from consideration under the terms of the consti- 
tution without any formal action. At the same time, since there were only 
three chapters in existence, it is apparent that a legal majority of the member- 
ship would have required the presence of delegates from every chapter at all 
times before the granting of the charter to Kansas on December 4, 1889. 

SIGMA XI CLUBS 

The first Sigma Xi Club known to have been formed was 
organized in Duluth in 1913, and the history of the movement to- 
gether with a list of the members was printed in the Quarterly. 
It is planned to print regularly a report from each of these Clubs 
and to carry in the Quarterly a roster of such clubs in a manner 
similar to the Chapter List which is published regularly on cover 
page 3. All members knowing of the existence of such organiza- 
tions are urged to send in full data in order that the records may be 
made complete. 

Duluth Sigma Xi Club Duluth, Minnesota 

Organized 1913 (See Quarterly, 3:30) 

Wabash College Sigma Xi Club Crawfordsville, Indiana 
Organized September, 1919 (see Quarterly, 7: — ) 



